MAKE  THEE   MIGHTIER  YET
changing, they see the foreign dangers that threaten them. But
they are in the iron grip of a smail class which will not mend the
one and seems to foster the other, from motives which can o&ly
be either criminal inertia or class antagonism. *
Consider the state of England after seven yeatrs of Ramsay
(On-and-up) MacDonald, Stanley (Trust-me) Baldwin, Neville
(Eat-my-hat) Chamberlain, potentially to be followed by a
further period of Samuel (Hoare-Laval) Hoare.
Before those seven years you had a rising Socialist Party in
England, a party, built up in years of struggle from small begin-
nings, which might have come to power and made England safe
in foreign affairs while mending the social evils at home. When
it was within grasping distance of power, there was the usixal swift
and slick manoeuvre. CA national emergency' you^ were told,
which demanded that all good men, without regard for party,
should come to the aid of their country. The good men, without
regard for their party, went to the aid of their country.
That is to say, the Socialist leaders went over to the Tories
and formed a 'National Government'. You may have forgotten
it, but that cNational Government' rules you to-day, so that you
can assess the results. They were the fa§ade, these Socialist
leaders, for a new decade of rule by class antagonism. Class antag-
onism, you thought, how can anybody talk of class antagonism
when the foremost Socialist leaders are in the Government?
These men were the tools of the ruling class. One of them went
to the House of Lords and died. Another was long Prime Minister,
without power, a figure-head, and resigned eventually after his
speeches in the House had long become incoherent and incom-
prehensible, so that his colleague, who had gone to the House of
Lords, spoke of his "constitutional inability to make any clear and
understandable statement on any question' and advised the
Cabinet "to look into the case of the Prime Minister not only in his
own interest but in that of the country, for it is a positive danger
to the country that its affairs should bo in the hands of a man who
every time he speaks exposes his ignorance or incapacity/
I met that Prime Minister myself, once, at Stresa, and talked to
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